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I came to Lauren Frisina’s workshop somewhat skeptical about the role of technology in the classroom, but I left excited about the wonderful online resources that I never imagined existed.  Lauren reminded me that I love how efficient using a computer can be, and she reminded me that I was not born knowing how to navigate a PC.  She suggested using a computer to create lesson plans.  If you create a template that includes all of the activities that you do weekly, all you have to do is input the activities that you are adding to that weekly schedule, instead of recreating that schedule by hand every week.  Lauren also recommended keeping track of correspondence with parents, report card comments, e-mails between home and school, worksheets, and photos of your students on your computer.  Using the computer in a classroom is a wonderful way of staying organized and it saves a ton of paper.


Besides staying organized, the computer is a great teaching resource.  Lauren shared a number of websites with us that support higher-level thinking.  Many textbooks come with computer extension lessons, some of which can be found at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://mhschool.com/reading
.  She was especially excited about WebQuests, which are “inquiry-oriented activities in which some or all of the information that students interact with comes from resources on the Internet.”   This is a wonderful way of coupling the independence students deserve with high-level activities that involve technology.  Her favorite WebQuest website is    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://webquest.sdsu.edu/
.


Having recently designed my first rubric, I know they can make a teacher’s head spin, despite the fact that they are a wonderful tool in the classroom.  At    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
, you can choose from a long list of areas in which you want to evaluate your students (or in which you want them to evaluate themselves), and the rubric is created for you.  If you are unhappy with any of it, you can very easily change what it says.  This is a great tool for a teacher who wants to use rubrics, but does not know exactly where she wants to begin.  If you are a pro at making rubrics, this website can give you new ideas as well as take the pressure of designing the entire rubric your self off your shoulders.


Lauren listed her favorite search engines, which are    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.google.com
,    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.askjeeves.com
,    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.yahoo.com
 and    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.yahooligans.com
, which is a Yahoo based website for kids.  She also shared three websites she uses for educational activities and games.  They are:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.riverdeep.net
,    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://brainpop.com
 and    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://unitedstreaming.com
.   She also shared a website where you can make your own puzzles:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://puzzlemaker.school.discover.com
.


As if this isn’t already enough information to keep a teacher busy planning lessons for weeks, Lauren told us about    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor  www.flatstanley.enoreo.on.ca
, which is an official Flat Stanley website that lets you partner with a classroom anywhere in the country to share Flat Stanley with.  This creates an excellent opportunity for friendly letter writing, and it students use technology to monitor Flat Stanley’s whereabouts.  While students are tracking Flat Stanley online, they can also track wildlife migration at Journey North, which can be found at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.learner.org/jnorth/spring2004/index.html
.  “Journey North engages students in a global study of wildlife migration and seasonal change.  K-12 students share their own field observations with classmates across North America.  They track the coming of spring through the migration patterns of monarch butterflies, bald eagles, robins, hummingbirds, manatees, whooping cranes—and other birds and mammals, the budding of plants, changing sunlight and other natural event…” I cannot wait to do this in my own classroom!  And it’s free!


I can see myself using everything I learned in this workshop.  Lauren showed us how easily technology lends itself to higher-level thinking, and I know I was not the only one in attendance who was thrilled with all of the wonderful ideas Lauren shared with us.  She poignantly closed with a Confucian quote that so eloquently articulates what a teacher should always hold in his mind: “I hear and I forget, I see and I understand, I do and I remember!”
