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Mary K Carter, a Hofstra Adjunct and Student Teaching Supervisor for the department of Curriculum and Teaching presented the “Stories from our multicultural students: Lessons for teachers” workshop. Professor Carter has also taught for many years in the Rockville Center School District and retired in 2000.  She continues to run multicultural workshops. 


Professor Carter brought with her a diverse panel of four of her students (3 teachers and 1 doctor) who gave heartfelt accounts of how racism and/or stereotyping has affected them in school and the workplace. Dr. Asante Dickson spoke first about his experiences. As an African American he stated that he is “feared” and “misunderstood”.  Many ethnic groups have stories embedded in their brains of how they got here, Dickson explains, yet “what is my story…it never follows me.”  He also gave examples of how he has encountered uneasiness when he reveals that he is a doctor. He stressed to teachers that they have an important role in the classroom on how their students view the different ethnic groups. For example, with the recent events happening in Haiti, it is important for teachers to speak about Haiti to the students correctly instead of the chaos seen on TV, and teachers need to discuss Haiti’s rich history and strong stance for independence which has been going on for hundreds of years.


Yang Ling Luo, a teacher, spoke about stereotyping and the issues she faced when growing up. She came to the United States from China at age 11 and had to deal with a new cultural, language and stereotyping. For example, because she is Asian, then she must be smart.  Her advice to teachers is to learn to accept all students and to value them. “Don’t think they will get high grades …do not assume or stereotype.”


Pablo Muriel, a teacher at an alternative high school, spoke warmly about the high school he teaches in and his experiences. He works with students who are not successful in a traditional school setting. The choice is either a correctional facility or his school. Muriel explains that there are no metal detectors, no police, no gunshots or attacks in his school. There are rarely problems. The teachers who are not successful in these settings are ones who come filled with stereotypes. “Kids are savvy”, Muriel points out, “they know if teachers are genuine.”  Muriel empathizes, not sympathizes, with his students. “We are dealing with humans…with people…treat them as you would treat your own children.”  Muriel also advises teachers to have a sense of humor and to try not to see color. He does a lot of extra things for his students many times after school. He stated that he loves his profession.


Zynub Bhatti, also a teacher, was the last of the panel to speak. She is a practicing Muslim who doesn’t wear a veil because of 9/11.  She spoke about her personal experiences pre-9/11 and how she was treated afterwards. Her message to teachers who have students in the classroom wearing veils or are Muslim is not to stereotype and as teachers we must educate ourselves about all cultures and religions because we will be teaching all humans.


The workshop concluded with final thoughts and remarks from the audience on lessons for teachers:

Know about all of us.

Don’t act differently.

Have humor.

Respect who you are teaching.

Expectations of your students should be high. The message for students should be that you are smart…you have to believe.

Your students should know you expect them to be well behaved and involved.

Know your students’ backgrounds (“Is homework not signed because someone is not home to sign it?”)

Most importantly, fight stereotyping in your classroom! 

